own and acknowledge, That Learning when it meets with
an ingenuous temper, and is joyn'd to a pregnancy of
mind, is then of excellent use and Advantage : For there
is no Man but will speak the better, where he knows what
others have said upon the same subject. But on the other
hand, if Learning happens to be in the possession of a
Fool, 'tis then but a Bawble, and, like Dr Donne's Sun-
Dial in the Grave> a trifle, and of no use.

SIR THOMAS BLOUNT (from Essays, 1692)

Who then, that has a mind well strung and tun'd
To contemplation, and within his reach
A scene so friendly to his favorite task,
Would waste attention at the chequered board,
His host of wooden warriors to and fro
Marching and counter-marching, with an eye
As fixt as marble, with a forehead ridg'd
And furrow'd into storms, and with a hand
Trembling, as if eternity were hung
In balance of his conduct of a pin ?
Nor envies he aught more then: idle sport,
Who pant with application misapplied
To trivial toys, and, pushing iv'ry balls
Across the velvet level, feel a joy
Akin to rapture, when the bawble finds
Its destin'd goal, of difficult access.
Nor deems he wiser him, who gives his noon
To Miss, the Mercer's plague, from shop to shop
Wandr'ing3 and litfring with unfolded silks
The polish'd counter, and approving none,
Or promising with smiles to call again.
COWPER (from The Task]
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